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TURKEY VULTURE. 


One of our commonest Birds and 
a constant resident. 
passes that its great figure may 
not be seen silently circling 
through the air with motionless 


wings, ever intently scanning the | 
ground beneath for its accustomed | 
Often have I watched | 


food. 
them on a clear day circling round 


and round and mounting higher | 


and higher in apparently ever nar- 
rowing circles, until they become 
a mere speck against the sky, and 
finally disapearing in the highest 
regions of the atmosphere. But 
from being a bird of such grand 


and lofty flight, it descends to the | 
most degraded of earthly associa- | 


tions. 


Hardly a day . 


| 


Its habits and manner of. life 
are so well known that I will not 


| speak of them here. but its nest- 
| ing habits may not be so familiar 
| to all, so will speak briefly of 


them and pass on to the next 
species. It makes no nest but 


| deposits its two eggs in a hol- 


low stump, or on the ground be- 
tween old logs, usually however 
in crevices of bluff in this locality. 

In the latter situation I have 
several times found its eggs, and 
on one occasion, the young. 

The eggs are about the size 
and shape of Turkeys’ eggs and 


/are quite handsome, of a white 


ground color, spotted with large 
blotches of two shades of brown- 
ish and obscure shell markings. 
The two eggs laid are widely differ- 
ent in coloration, one being heavily 
and the other ightly marked. The 
young are covered with white 
down and are very ugly, having 
bald heads and most woebegone 
expressions. When disturbed in 
the nest they keep up a continual 
hissing or blowing sound. The 
Buzzard is resident from about 
latitude 40° southward. 
FP. W. McCormack, 
Leighton, Ala. 
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BARTRAMIAN SANDPIPER. 


This bird arrives from the South 
about April 8—have noted them 
from April 1 to April 10-—and are 
a very peculiar bird. They may 
be seen in upland meadows, usu- 
ally a pasture field where the grass 
is comparatively short. I have 
never noted their appearance in 
grass over six inches high. They 
prefer to alight where they can see 
and hear what is going on around 
them. I have frequently seen 
them alight on the telegraph poles 
along the railroad, and it is a com- 
mon thing to see the ‘* long-legged, 
long necked critter” purched upon 
a fence stake. Their flight is com- 
paratively feeble, being a rapid, 
quivering, flapping of the wing. 
They generally utter their peculiar 
note (which I cannot describe) 


while flying, and always utter one |. 


just after lighting and nearly al- 
ways just as they leave the ground. 
I have searched meadow after 
meadow where these birds were to 
be seen in good numbers, but nev- 
er, as yet, have I had the good for- 
tune to find a nest unless the fe- 
male was sitting upon it. Thus I 
have came to believe, it is the male 
which rises from some unknown 
and unseen place in the sky or 
from the ground, and comes with 
his peculiar flight and alights just 
in front of you, runs a short ways, 
then squats down to make you be- 
lieve he has alighted on the nest, 
only to rise and fly a few rods 


farther on, and you may be sure 


further from his nest. The nest is 
sunken in the ground, sometimes 
in a depression of some animal 
track or a sight crevity made by 
the birds themselves, and is simply 
lined with fine grass and an occa- 
sional feather from the parent 
birds. The number of eggs laid in 
this locality are four, although 
sets of three are considered com- 
plete. I have never saw a full 
set which consisted of three eggs, 
they usually begin nesting the last 
week in April and all through 
May. I oncefound a quail’s nest 
in a meadow, and while kneeling 
down and packing Mrs. Bob 
White’s eggs, I chanced to set my 
box down within one foot of a 
Bartramian Sandpiper setting up- 
on four very fresh eggs.- The bird 
of course, flew off when I set my 
box down. I merely give this to ill- 
ustrate how close they will stay to 
their nest, even when the eggs are 
fresh. Theeggsare of a pale grey, 
or buff, thickly spotted with yel- 


lowish-brown spots, usually thicker 


around the larger end. 

They average about 1.80 x 1.28 
and are a very fine addition to any 
collection. This Plover generaly 
leaves for the Sunny South about 
the middle of September. 


late. 
terest a few, I will close for this 
time. C. Byron VANDYCOOK, 


Odin, IL. 


| once 
saw one October 1. but thisis very - 
Trusting the above may in- — 
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OUR BIRDS IN THEIR HAUNTS. 


A SPECIAL OFFER. 


I am about to issue a new edition 
of ‘Our Birds in Their Haunts.” 
The points claimed for this work 
are: 

1. That it is a complete treatise 
on the birds of Eastern North 
America at avery low figure, $2.50 
being the retail price of the new 
edition. 

2 It makes aspecialty of cology 
and nidification. 

3 It contains much new matter 
not found in other printed works. 

4 Itis prepared with special re- 
gard to the pleasure of the reader, 
that is, readableness is a prime 
consideration. The birds are 


grouped in relation to season and | 


locality, are studied ‘‘in their 
haunts,” the question of habitation 
receiving particular attention. 

The second point given above, 
has never been sufficiently em- 
phasized in any notice of the work. 
The location, composition, and 
structure of the nest; the size, 
form and color of the eggs are all 
noted with the utmost interest 
and care. To the author oology 
has always been one of the most 
charming features of bird study. 

Under the third item, the points 
particularly new, are contained in 
the distribution of certain species, 
and especially the history of the 
water birds on the great fresh 


| 
| 


| should not be less than 450. 


waters of the interior. It is safe 
to say, that no other book on 
American birds, will duplicate 
many of the facts here given ; and 
that technical ornithologists have 
passed this line of facts by with- 
out due attention, simply because 
the book was in popular style. 

The special offer is, that all per- 
sons sending in subscriptions, or 
bona fide applications by March 1st 
can have the book for $1.60 includ- 
ing postage, provided that the 
number of applications be sufficient 
to enable the author to bring out 
the work on the present plan. 
The number of names pledged 
Hie 
the number sent is not adequate 
ho one will be holden for his appli- 
cation. 


J. H. LANGILLE, 


Kensington, Md., or Smith- 
sonian Institution, Washington, 
DC: 


*,*To any reader of the OoLogist’s JouRNAL who 
will write to Mr. Langille for a blank and properly fill 
the same, stating to him that they subscribe for his 
work, through the recommendation of the publisher 
of the OoLoaisT’s JOURNAL, we will, if you are not 
more than pleased with the work when published, 
GIVE you $1.75 In casH for your copy and present you 
with a year’s subscription to the OoLogist’s JouRNAL, 
for your trouble. 


Bald-headed Eagles are - daily 
seen about the mouth of Wappin- 
gers Creek. Generally speaking it 
is a sign of the breaking up of the 
ice.—Eagle. 


Collectors, if you wish to be- 
come acquainted with accomo- 
dating and reliable dealers, do not 
hesitate to write, or depend on, our 
numerous advertisers. They will 
be found to give better value for 
your money than those unknown 
and unscrupulous dealers (7) who 
write you letters offering you 
many times the amount you wish 
to invest, and who in the end 
prove to be ‘‘sharks” of the most 
dangerous type. Shun them! 
They dare not advertise in a clean, 
scientific publication, for fear some 
‘* victim ” will see their ‘‘ ad.” and 
hence debase their future depre- 
dations. Again we say, shun 
them! and patronize responsible 
dealers and collectors whose ad- 
vertisements appear bi-monthly 
in the OoLOoGIstT’s JOURNAL. 


BOOK NOTIGES. 


Mr. J. H. Langille, Kensington, 
Md., is about to issue a new edi- 
tion of his work ‘‘ Our Birds in 
their Haunts.” It will contain 
over 600 pages of the most valu- 
able and interesting information 
for the student of birds, their nests 
and eggs. 

“Bird Nesting tn Northwest 
Canada,” is the title of a new and 
valuable illustrated work for the 
Oologist and Ornothologist. It is 
published by Mr. Walter Raine, 
Toronto, Canada. 


‘like. 
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A most richly illustrated volume 


is the ‘‘ Birds of Kansas,” by Mr. 
N. B. Goss, containing the illus- 
trations of 529 birds, perfectly life- 
The entire book consists of 
nearly 700 pages of the most in- 
structive character. 


Send in your subscription at 
once. Three silver dimes will 
come to us safely in an envelope 
in payment for the OOLOGIST JOUR- 
NAL for one year. 

W ho cannot aftord to send three 
ten cent pieces for a year’s sub- 
scription to the BEST magazine for 
the student of Birds, their nests 
and eggs, published / 


The Oologist’s Journal has a LARGER cir- 
culation than any other magazine of its kind 
in America. 


The Weekly Oologist and Phila- 
lelist is a new adventure in jour- 
nalism, hailing from. Lebanon, 
Oregan, and Brother Corless_ isre- 
sponsible for that short sentence : 
TO) eee 


SPEGIAL NOTICES. 


We can supply a limited number of Vol. I 
at 25 cents per set, unbound. 

If you wish anything in the line of Speci- 
mens or Supplies, be sure to look over our 
advertisements and note the various induce- 
ments offered you. 


Well, what do you think of us now? As 
soon aS we can increase our circulation to 
1500 we will enlarge, with more improvements. 
Are you a subscriber? Ifnot send for another 
sample copy. 

To those who sent Exchange and Want 
Notices for this issue, we would say that for 


want of space we were obliged to omit them 


this month. We will cheerfully refund money 
or carry the notices next issue. 


’ 


a, 
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THE OOLOGIST’S JOURNAL, 


A SCIENTIFIC MAGAZINE, DEVOTED TO 
ORNITHOLOGY AND OOLOGY. 
ISSUED BI-MONTHLY. 


FRED. W. STACK, POUGHKEEPSIE, N. Whe 
EDITOR AND PUBLISHER. 


Correspondence and items of interest to the student 
of Birds, their Nests and Eggs, solicited from all. 

Interesting notes always in demand. 

Correspondents wanted in every locality in the Wis: 
and Canada. 


TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION: 
Single Subscriptions, - 930c. per annum. 
Foreign SISOS, - - 10c. extra. 
Single Copies, - 5c. each. 
Post-paid to any addr ess in the universe. 


ADVERTISING RATES: 


Advertising Rates made known upon application. 
Continued advertisements, payable monthly in ad- 
vance, except when specimens are taken in payment. 
Desirable specimens will be accepted at one-half 
their list value. Make offers. 
Address all Subscriptions and Communications to 
FreEb. W. Stack, Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 


Entered as second-class matter, at the Post Office at 
Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 


Wie hE AN. 


—REB. 1892. No.1. 


ANNOUNCEMENT. 


One year ago we ‘“‘launched on 
the turbulent sea of journalism our 
candidate for favor among the stu- 
dents of Birds, their Nests. and 
Eggs.” After a most successful 
voyage of four issues we were bad- 
ly wrecked by a “‘strong head with 
high aspirations” to whom we en- 
trusted the entire welfare and suc- 
cess of the OoLocist’s JOURNAL. 


In fact our usiabss matters were 
so Shattered that it has taken us 
nearly six months to repair them. 
Only after careful consideration of 
the most substantial encourage- 
ment offered and accepted by the 
present editor, since the first issue 
of the JOURNAL, we have decided 
to surprise our many friends and 
old subscribers with the appear- 
ance of Vol. II, and ina most at- 


| tractive and becoming form—a col- 


ored cover. 

We have noeune further to say, 
but we have ‘been there,” we 
‘‘have saw,” and we have con- 
quered. What more do we want / 
We want to hear from you and 
every one, we want your contin- 
ued support. 

In conclusion we will say in our 
own behalf that the Ootoaist’s 
JOURNAL, will be issued on the 
first day of every other month— 
bi-monthly. 


FRED. W. STACK. 


ILLUSTRATE YOUR ARTICLES. 

Contributors if you wish your 
articles ¢lustrated in the OoLo- 
GIST’S JOURNAL, enclose us 50 cts. 
to help defray expenses of engrav- 
ing, electrotyping, express, etc. 
For example of the proposition, 
see article on ‘‘Turkey Vulture” 
in this number. If you haveacut 
or electro, so much the better, send 
it on, with: your article and we 
will return the cut when used. 


, 
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BRIGHT FEATHERS FROM OUR EXCHANGES. 


Mr. F. J. Jenks, has increased 
the Rhode Island Avz-Fauna by 
the capture of a Philadelphia 
Vireo. 

Mr. R. D. Goss, New Sharon, 
Pa., has a finely mounted Albino 
Blackbird and a live Albino Blue 
Jay, which he highly prizes. 

The American Ornithologists’ 
Union held its Ninth Congress at 
the American Museum of Natural 
History in New York City, on 
November 17, 18 and 19, 1891. 

Dr. Stephen A. Forbes, of the 
Illinois Industrial University, has 
been engaged since 1876 in collect- 
ing the stomachs of various birds 
to aid him in studying carefully 
the food of our common birds. 
The stomachs of ten thousand 
birds, preserved in alcohol, await 
opportunity for study in his lab- 
oratory. 


THE COLUMBIAN EXHIBITION. 

One of the leading features for 
Ornithologists at the Worlds Co- 
lumbian Exposition at Chicago, 
1893, will be the exhibit of Native 
Birds. Collections to consist of 
not less than twenty-five varieties, 
nor less than one pair 2. e. one 
male and one female of each va- 
riety. For largest and best Collec- 
tion of Native Birds, $75.00. 2nd 
premium $50.00. 3d premium 
$35.00. 4th premium $25.00. Cor- 


rect names, with all known syn- 
onyms to be furnished with each 
Collection, together with history, 
habits. localities, where found in 
greatest numbers, and other facts 
and information of interest.—Col- 
lector’s Monthly. 


Commissioner Capt. G. P. Cot- 
ton, who is now at San Pedro 
Sula, Honduras, has secured a col- 
lection of over 400 varieties of 
birds, some of which are quite un- 
known to the outside world, which 
will be exhibited at the World’s 
Fair with other products of Hon- 
duras, and the extraordinary col- 
lection of butterflies and insects 
will not be far behind.—Oologist. 


THE AMERIGAN NATURALISTS’ ASSOGIATION. 


If you are desirous of becoming 
a member of the above association 
you must have a collection of 100 
specimens or more and pay 5 cts. 
per month for publishing name. 
The object of this list is to protect 
reliable collectors from being de- 
frauded by unscrupulous parties 
who dare not puplish their names. 

Babbitt, James P., Taunton, Mass. 

Guelf, George F., Brockport, N. Y. 

Langille, J. H., Kensington, Md. 

Noe, Fletcher M., Indianapolis, Ind. 

Oldfield, W. A., Port Sanilac, Mich. 

Peck, Jesse B., Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 

Raine, Walter, Toronto, Canada. 

Reed, Charles K., Worcester, Mass. 

Stack, Fred. W., Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 

Smith, William G., Loveland, Col. 

Webb, Walter F., Geneva, N. Y. 


Worthington, W. W., Shelter Island Heights 
INGYe 
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“The Way of the Transgressor is Hard.” 


The following we reprint from the 
January Ooxoeist, and we are pleased 
to see that Mr. Lattin has at last 
awakened to the facts that the Oono- 
aist’s JouRNAL attempted to expose in 
previous issues. We are with you 
brother Lattin ! 

“This month we sorrowfully add to 
our roll of dishonor the names of Let- 
son Balliet alias Dean Schooler, of Des 
Moines, Ia., and that of J. W. P. Smith- 
wick, of Sans Souci, N. C. The neces- 
sity of publishing these names we much 
regret as both are young men of the 
best home reputations and their famil- 
ies are of high rank. 

Balliet claims that his sending out 
very common eggs for rareties was 
through his ignorance, which is un- 
doubtedly the truth, for no one but an 
excessively ignorant collector would 
have sent out Mourning Dove eges for 
those of the Saw-whet Owl but Mr. B. 
made a bad mess of it when he attempt- 
ed to replace them under an alias with 
woodpecker eggs. He promises to 
“never do so any more” and to replace 
any spurious eggs ke may have sent 
out with genuine ones or cash. 

Smithwick pleads “ignorance” and 
that owing to his tender years he 
“didn’t know any better,” we are in- 
clined to differ with him, however, for 
at the age of 21 the average oologist is 
out of swaddling garments, and in the 
North at least, knows much more in his 
own estimation, than ever after. 

Smithwick has doubtless palmed off 
more spurious eggs during the past 
two years on innocent and unsuspecting 


| 


colectors—and older ones too, who 


| had the utmost confidence in his state- 
ments and integrity—than any single 
| oologist that has come to our notice. 


We have loug suspected that his Flor- 
ida Borrowing Owls were spurious and 
last season returned them to him with- 
out explanation, he was still persistent 
and among others sent us a set of 
‘“‘Saw-whets” “we had him” there sure 
and by a little manouvering, elicited 
from him three different “original” 
datas for this single set of rareties, but 
the datas fail to agree.” 

“We know that many of our ad- 
vanced oological friends will fairly turn 
green with envy after reading of our 
bonanza, now as these three datas (we 
didn’t try to obtain any more) for a 
single set were secured on July 24th, 
Aug. 3d and Aug. 13th respectively, 
how many could we have secured up to 
date? It is our candid opinion that 
we would have found our “ stool pigeon’ 
as prolific as that renowned Massachu- 
setts Flicker. 

We, however, were not alone in ac- 
quiring desirable sets of Smithwick, 
only last week a friend in a neighboring 
city sent us for inspection a set of 
Cooper's Hawk which S. sent him for 
Swallow-tailed Kites from Starr Co.., 
Texas—poor Fool—and a set of Red- 
starts, which 8. personally collected and 
saw the bird and sent them to our 
friend as Yellow-throated Warblers. 

Every set of eggs that has passed 
through Smithwick’s bands, if its iden- 
tity cannot be positively determined by 
the specimens themselves we consider 
valueless and the data, from our own 
experience, and from what we might 
have secured by following up our own 
“No. 3’s,” can almost as truthfully be 
filled out.—Collector, * Adam”; Loeal- 
ity, ‘‘ Oblivion.” 
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EGGLETS. 


We will exchange with all monthly | 


papers and magazines sent us, as here- 
tofore. : 

To ciubs of four or more we will send 
the OoLoaist’s Journat for Twenty-five 
cents per year with premium. 

If you wish your specimens to have 
a de.icate perfume attached to them, 
place a cake of “ Elite” 
fume among them. 


Frozen Per- 


Sixty cents worth of first-class speci- 


mens of Eggs will be accepted in pay- 
ment for a year’s subscription to this 
paper. Send on your specimens, care- 
fully packed. 

Every Oologist and Ornithologist 
shouid have a pair of “ Rival” Anklets. 
They are indispensable for holding the 
pant leg when climbing, tramping, etc. 


See illustration of Anklet elsewhere. 


We warmly recommend all curio col- 
lectors to write Mr. Fletcher M. Noe, 
Indianapolis, Ind., for his catalogue. 
See advertisement. 

BEST adver- 
world to-day. 


The Oologists Journal is the 
tisiug medium, of its kind, in the 

“There are tricks in every trade. 
But the most ingenous in any line of 
business is credited to an advertiser.— 
Printer’s Ink. 

The Oologist’s 
produce its equal. 


30 page book, showing value 
of all U.S. GOLD, SILVER 
and COPPER COINS havi ing 

8 premiums. Have youa copy? 


If not send ! cents for it. FLETCHER M. NOE, 
Indianapolis, Ind. 


Our advertising rates are LOWER than any 
other magazine of this kind published. 


Journal DEFTIES the world to | 


PREMIUM OFFERS. 


The subscription price to the 
OOLOGIST’S JOURNAL is 30 cents 
per year. By sending 40 cts, cash 
you will be entitled to your choice 
of any one of the following prem- 
iums. Should you wish more than 
one Premium enclose 10 cents for 
each additional article. Order by 
number. 

1. Egg Drill. 

2. Fountain Pen. 

3. Pair Rival Anklets. 

4. Blow-pipe. 

5. Pair Cuff Buttons. 

6. Two Cakes Elite Perfume. 

7. Embryo Hook. 

8. Indian Arrow Head. — 

9. One Exchange Notice. 

10. Lithographic Propelling Pencil 

11. Resurrection Plant. 

12. Combination Pen and Pencil. 

15. Pocket Dictionary. 


We will send any of the above 
Premiums to non-subscribers upon 
receipt of 15 cents each. 

Address, 
FRED. W. STACK, 
Po’keepsie, N. Y. 


NOE’S NATURAL HISTORY STORE. 


FULL LINE OF 


TAXIDERMISTS’ SUPPLIES, 


Glass Eyes, Bird’s Eggs and Skins, Minerals, 
Fossils and Indian Relics. Large Illustrated 


Catalogue for Stamp. 


FLETCHER M. NOE, 


64 W. Market Street, Indianapolis, Ind. 
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